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Abstract

Petrochemical complexes in Japan are located in at least ten cities nationwide. Of these, almost all of the main plants
are small-scale plants which have been operational for more than thirty years. Entering the 21st century, a series of
large-scale, state-of-the-art plants have come on stream in China, Taiwan, South Korea, and Saudi Arabia. Over the last
ten years, opinions concerning how Japan’s dispersed complexes should be restructured have arisen from differing
viewpoints. In practice, however, the work of restructuring has hardly advanced at all. This paper examines the reasons
for this. Furthermore, the paper summarizes the arguments concerning the directionality of restructuring, discusses
whether or not these are coherent with trade theory and location theory, and concludes by indicating a desirable
direction.
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