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Abstract

This study examines the cross-linguistic effects of the native and the second language on the
third language learning by Thai speakers. It mainly examines the word-initial stops of Thai as L1,
English as L2, and Japanese as L3. The subjects were 11 Thai students residing in Japan who are
studying Japanese as L3, and acoustic measurements were made on VOT of the initial stops in each
language. Based on the acoustic analysis, the results revealed assimilatory transfer from L1 for
producing voiced stops /b, d/in L3, and similarity transfer from L2 for producing voiceless stops /p,
t, k/ in L3. For producing voiced velar stop /g/ in L3 which is missing in L1, the speakers showed a
transfer from L2, setting up a new category. Thus they revealed the cross-linguistic influence from L

1 and L2 on learning L3 stops.
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