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“The Right to Peace” is a concept fairly compatible with the aims and principles enshrined by
the Charter of the United Nations, which makes a pledge to save succeeding generations from the
scourge of war. The Constitution of Japan is also a good example, which recognizes “all peoples of the
world have the right to live in peace.” This is brought by profound regrets to the fact that the war of
aggression Japan waged made the neighboring peoples suffered by far, and this is also highlighted by
the experiences that peoples in Hiroshima and Nagasaki have extremely suffered themselves from
atomic bombings. Now is the time which requires a declaration that we have a right never to “be
deprived of or threatened to life, health or properties by way of war or military forces,” declaration
based upon a common acknowledgement of the cruelty of war. Even in the international society, it is
“the right to peace” itself that comes in useful to deter military intervention into fundamental liberties
or human rights.

Some may say that “the right to peace” is too vague in content, and that it should be erased from
a list of “rights.” But it is undeniable that every person can ask for judicial remedy whenever he/she
faces imminent danger to his/her life, health or properties by way of illegal use of armed forces. That
belongs to his/her fundamental freedom from threat.

And some may argue against “the right to peace,” as it concerns with the Security Council rather
than the Human Rights Council. But everyone may agree that the Security Council is not always
good for all. Peace is always fundamental, and it can and must be discussed among stakeholders even
in the Human Rights Council. As everyone knows, the international society has plenty of rights as of
legal quality. But that’s not enough. Without peace, We cannot enjoy human rights. So, Peace is an
indispensable precondition for the enjoyment of human rights. This is why we need to know the right

to “peace” as the most basic right of all other human rights.
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1) David Armstrong/Theo Farrell, International Law and International Relations, Cambridge University
Express 2012, p. 147.

2) Ibid., p. 147.

3) R L= AREH I e BT TR O oEEE %) (ECF, 20044 46 Ho

4) David Armstrong/Theo Farrell, Op. Cit., 147.
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