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PR 42 % 45 % 43 % 39 % 43 % 46 % 48 % 40 %

HiFfr © Population Census 1998, Government of Pakistan
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*  “Marriage preferences are largely determined by social norms in a given society. In Pakistan,
consanguineous marriages have been always preferred. Cousin marriages are highly common.
Pakistani society is highly complex with different ethnic groups, religious sects, languages and
still existing castes; thus, it is up to social values and culture to decide what sort of marriage is
desirable for an individual. This type of marriage is everywhere and preferred by many different
ethic and language groups, due to a highly complex fabric of socio-cultural, economic, religious
and anthropological factors. Such consanguineous marriage practice is among the major causes

of various kinds of congenital impairments including multiple disabilities.”
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